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The Impact of Substance Abuse: A Troubling Path to Understanding 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Individuals can seek help for substance abuse by reaching out 

to support groups, counseling services, or rehabilitation centers. 

It's important to talk to a trusted adult or healthcare professional 

for guidance. 

2. A situation where substance abuse might strain family 

relationships is when a parent's addiction leads to neglecting 

their responsibilities, causing emotional pain and instability for 

their children. 

3. Society needs to address substance abuse because it has far-

reaching consequences, affecting individuals' health, 

relationships, and economic stability. Ignoring the issue can lead 

to increased crime rates and a decrease in overall well-being. 

4. Possible answers could include educating young people about 

the dangers of substance abuse, promoting healthy coping 

mechanisms, and creating supportive environments where they 

can seek help if needed. 

 

 


