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The Tale of Hercules and the Twelve Labors 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Hercules' decision to undertake the Twelve Labors represents his 

desire for redemption and his commitment to atone for his past 

actions. It showcases the idea that individuals can change, 

grow, and make amends for their mistakes. 

2. As Hercules completed each labor, he displayed qualities such 

as humility, patience, and responsibility. For instance, when he 

cleaned the Augean Stables, he demonstrated responsibility 

and diligence in completing a challenging task, showing his 

personal growth. 

3. At the beginning of his quest, Hercules was reckless and 

consumed by guilt. By the end, he had become a true hero, 

displaying humility, patience, and responsibility. He learned that 

redemption is possible through noble deeds and self-

improvement. 

4. Hercules' story endures because it teaches us about the power 

of redemption, personal growth, and the ability to overcome 

past mistakes. It reminds us that even in the face of great 

challenges, individuals can transform and become heroes 

through their actions and deeds. 

 

 

 

 

 


