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Twisted Fate 
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Black Cat is filled 
with irony, a literary technique that 
makes events in the story surprising or 
opposite of what is expected. This irony 
increases the horror of the narrator’s 
tale, making it even more unsettling for 
the reader. 

At the beginning of the story, the 
narrator claims that he loves animals 
and has a gentle nature. He especially 
loves his black cat, Pluto, and treats it as 

a loyal companion. However, as time passes, the narrator changes. Instead of 
being kind, he becomes cruel, harming the very animal he once adored. This 
is an example of situational irony, where the opposite of what we expect 
happens. A man who once loved animals turns into someone who hurts them. 

Another moment of irony occurs when the narrator believes he has 
successfully hidden his terrible crime. After harming a loved one, he carefully 
seals the evidence behind a wall and feels proud of his cleverness. When the 
police arrive, he is so confident that he will not be caught that he even taps 
the very wall where his secret is hidden. But just as he thinks he is safe, a loud 
cry comes from inside the wall—revealing his crime. This is dramatic irony, 
where the audience knows something the character does not. The reader 
understands that the narrator’s guilt will betray him, but he foolishly believes 
he has outsmarted everyone. 

Even the second cat in the story is ironic. The narrator tries to move on from his 
guilt by adopting a new pet. But instead of giving him comfort, the new cat 
looks exactly like Pluto and follows him everywhere, reminding him of what he 
has done. The more the narrator tries to ignore his crime, the more the cat 
seems to punish him. This creates a feeling of tragic irony, where the main 
character unknowingly causes his own downfall. 

Through these ironic moments, Poe adds suspense and horror to the story. The 
narrator thinks he is in control, but in the end, his own actions and arrogance 
lead to his doom. His fate is twisted, proving that no one can escape the 
consequences of their choices. 


