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Cy Twombly: The Dance of Abstraction 
Open Ended Response Questions 
 

1. Cy Twombly's use of gestural marks and calligraphic lines in his artwork 
created a sense of spontaneous and unbridled energy. Can you provide 
examples from his paintings that illustrate how these elements contributed 
to the unique quality of his artwork? Explain your interpretation. 

 
 
 

2. The series of paintings titled "Nine Discourses on Commodus" draws on the 
life of the Roman emperor Commodus as a source of inspiration. How do 
you think historical and literary references enrich Cy Twombly's abstract 
art in this series? Provide specific examples from his work to support your 
answer. 

 
 
 

3. Cy Twombly's "Blackboard Paintings" are known for their use of 
blackboard paint as a background and chalk-like marks and symbols. 
How do these elements evoke the atmosphere of a classroom while also 
conveying a sense of mystery and exploration? Explain your 
interpretation. 

 
 
 

4. Cy Twombly's art spanned various mediums, including sculptures and 
drawings. How do you think his versatility and willingness to experiment 
across different art forms contributed to his artistic legacy and the impact 
of his work on the art world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


