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Cy Twombly: The Dance of Abstraction 
Open Ended Response Questions Answer Key 
 

1. Cy Twombly's use of gestural marks and calligraphic lines in his artwork 
created a sense of spontaneous energy and emotional expression. For 
example, in many of his paintings, such as "Untitled (Bolsena)," the bold 
brushwork and fluid lines convey a sense of movement and dynamism. 
These gestural marks invite viewers to connect with the raw emotions and 
energy conveyed on the canvas. 

 
 

2. The "Nine Discourses on Commodus" series enriches Cy Twombly's abstract 
art by infusing it with historical and literary references. For instance, in the 
painting "Fifty Days at Iliam," Twombly draws on the life of the Roman 
emperor Commodus, known for his connection to Greek mythology and 
gladiatorial combat. By incorporating Commodus as a source of 
inspiration, Twombly adds layers of meaning to the paintings, inviting 
viewers to explore themes of power, mythology, and history within the 
abstract compositions. 

 
 

3. Cy Twombly's "Blackboard Paintings" evoke the classroom atmosphere 
through the use of blackboard-like backgrounds and chalk-like marks and 
symbols. This creates a sense of familiarity and nostalgia associated with 
learning spaces, reminiscent of the chalkboards used in classrooms. The 
mystery and exploration in these works arise from the enigmatic symbols 
and marks, which encourage viewers to interpret and engage with the art 
on a personal and intuitive level. The use of chalk-like elements adds a 
playful and interactive dimension to the paintings. 

 
 

4. Cy Twombly's versatility and willingness to experiment across different art 
forms contributed to his artistic legacy by showcasing his ability to push 
the boundaries of traditional art. For example, his exploration of sculptures 
and drawings allowed him to express his ideas and emotions in diverse 
ways. Twombly's willingness to embrace different mediums attracted a 
wide audience and inspired other artists to engage in creative 
experimentation. His impact on the art world is characterized by his ability 
to challenge conventional norms and expand the possibilities of artistic 
expression, leaving a lasting legacy in contemporary art. 

 
 
 
 


