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ANSWERS 

Understatement 

intentionally downplaying the significance of something for 
emphasis, comedy, or to be polite 

 

Both Understatement and Verbal Irony 

both are literary devices 

both can be used for humor 

they are sometimes forms of each other 

Verbal Irony 

Verbal irony is when the speaker intends that something other 
than the literal meaning of their words be understood  

 


