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Clean Water for All: A Journey Towards Universal Access 
In the past century, the global community has made 
significant progress in achieving universal access to clean 
drinking water. Access to clean water is essential for 
human survival, and the efforts to ensure this basic 
necessity for all have been ongoing. This reading passage 
will explore the remarkable journey of how the world has 
come closer to achieving universal access to clean 
drinking water. 

The Water Crisis 

Access to clean drinking water has not always been readily available to everyone 
around the world. In the early 20th century, many people lacked access to safe 
drinking water sources. Contaminated water led to the spread of diseases, 
causing widespread health problems and even deaths. 

The United Nations' Goal 

In 2000, the United Nations set a remarkable goal: to provide universal access to 
clean drinking water by 2030. This ambitious target, known as Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 (SDG 6), aimed to ensure that everyone, everywhere would 
have access to safe and affordable drinking water. 

Progress and Improvements 

Since the establishment of SDG 6, significant progress has been made. 
Governments, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations 
have worked tirelessly to improve water infrastructure, provide education on 
water sanitation, and ensure that clean water reaches even the most remote 
communities. 

Investment in Infrastructure 

One key aspect of achieving universal access to clean water has been the 
investment in water infrastructure. This includes building and maintaining water 
treatment plants, pipes, and distribution systems. Many countries have expanded 
their water infrastructure to reach more people. 

Education and Awareness 

Educating communities about the importance of clean water and proper 
sanitation practices has played a crucial role in achieving this goal. People have 
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learned about water purification methods and how to store water safely to 
prevent contamination. 

Reducing Waterborne Diseases 

Access to clean drinking water has had a significant impact on reducing 
waterborne diseases such as cholera and diarrhea. By providing clean water 
sources, the number of people falling ill due to contaminated water has 
significantly decreased. 

Innovations and Technology 

Advancements in technology have also contributed to improving access to 
clean water. Water purification systems have become more efficient and 
affordable, making it easier for communities to have access to safe water. 

Challenges and Remaining Work 

Despite the progress made, challenges still exist. Some remote and 
disadvantaged areas still lack access to clean water, and climate change can 
affect the availability of water sources. Continued efforts are necessary to reach 
the most vulnerable communities. 

Community Involvement 

Community involvement has been crucial in achieving universal access to clean 
water. Local initiatives, community-driven projects, and partnerships with local 
leaders have helped ensure that clean water reaches even the most 
marginalized communities. 

The Road Ahead 

As we approach the 2030 deadline for SDG 6, the global community must 
continue working together to ensure that every person on Earth has access to 
clean drinking water. This journey is a testament to what humanity can achieve 
when it comes together for a common goal. 

 

 

 

 

 


