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What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and When Was It 
Adopted? 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. In a world without the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, people's lives 
would likely be marked by inequality, discrimination, and the absence of 
basic rights and freedoms. Countries might interact based on power and 
dominance rather than principles of fairness and respect. There would be 
limited protection for vulnerable populations, and conflicts could arise 
more easily due to the lack of a common framework for justice and peace. 

2. (Example) The right to freedom of expression might be challenged when a 
government censors media and restricts the reporting of dissenting 
opinions. To resolve or prevent this, international organizations and 
concerned nations could put pressure on the government to respect 
freedom of expression, encourage independent journalism, and raise 
awareness about the importance of a free press. 

3. (Answers may vary) No, not all countries fully adhere to the principles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For example, in some countries, 
there are restrictions on freedom of speech and assembly, and 
discrimination against certain groups still exists. Human rights violations can 
occur when governments suppress dissent or fail to provide basic 
necessities. It is important for international organizations and advocacy 
groups to continue working toward universal adherence to these principles. 

4. (Answers may vary) Individuals and organizations can promote and protect 
human rights by raising awareness about human rights issues, advocating 
for policy changes, supporting organizations that work to protect rights, and 
holding governments accountable for violations. They can also engage in 
education and outreach programs to empower people with knowledge of 
their rights and how to defend them. Additionally, individuals and 
organizations can participate in humanitarian efforts and contribute to the 
well-being of vulnerable communities to ensure the fulfillment of basic 
rights. 

 

 

 

 

 


