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The Magical Powers of Water: Why is it Called the Universal Solvent? 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Imagine a scenario where water lost its ability to dissolve substances. How 
might this affect the natural world and living organisms? 

 

2. Discuss the significance of water's role as a universal solvent in the context of 
human survival and the global ecosystem. 

 

3. Can you think of any practical applications where water's solvent properties 
are utilized in everyday life? 

 

4. Explain how water's polarity and hydrogen bonding contribute to its role as a 
universal solvent in detail. 

 

 

 

 


