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New York Unveiled: Fun and Unusual Facts about the Empire State 
New York State, often referred to as the Empire 
State, is known for its iconic landmarks, bustling 
cities, and rich history. However, beneath the 
surface, there are fascinating and quirky facts 
that make New York a truly unique place. Let's 
uncover some fun and unusual facts about this 
diverse and exciting state. 

Natural Wonder 

While Niagara Falls is world-famous, did you know that New York is also home to 
the Adirondack Mountains, which contain over 3,000 lakes and ponds? This 
stunning wilderness area is larger than Yellowstone, Everglades, Glacier, and 
Grand Canyon National Parks combined! 

Island Hopping 

Manhattan, one of New York City's five boroughs, is actually an island! It's 
surrounded by water on all sides, making it the perfect place to find bridges and 
tunnels connecting it to the rest of the city and beyond. 

Birthplace of Cheeseburgers 

The cheeseburger, a beloved American classic, was reportedly invented by 
Lionel Sternberger at the Rite Spot restaurant in Pasadena, California. However, 
Lionel Sternberger was a resident of Pasadena but born in New York, making the 
cheeseburger's origins a bit of a cross-country mystery. 

Whirlwind Tours 

In New York City, you can visit 13 different countries without ever leaving the city 
limits! With a wide range of ethnic neighborhoods, you can enjoy authentic 
cuisine and immerse yourself in different cultures without needing a passport. 

UFO Capital 

Pine Bush, a small town in upstate New York, has gained fame as the UFO capital 
of the state. Over the years, numerous UFO sightings have been reported in the 
area, attracting enthusiasts and curious visitors. 
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Underground Library 

The New York Public Library's main branch in Manhattan has an underground 
storage system that houses millions of books. It's like an enormous underground 
library, and it's right beneath the famous Bryant Park! 

Presidential Connections 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd President of the United States, was born and raised 
in Hyde Park, New York. His former home, the Springwood estate, is now a national 
historic site where visitors can learn about his life and presidency. 

Home of the First Pizzeria 

Lombardi's Pizza in New York City's Little Italy is widely regarded as the first pizzeria 
in the United States. They opened their doors in 1905 and have been serving 
delicious pizza ever since. 

Tallest Wooden Roller Coaster 

The Cyclone, located in Brooklyn's Coney Island, is one of the oldest wooden roller 
coasters in the world and is known for its thrilling drops and turns. It's been a 
popular amusement park attraction since 1927. 

Oldest State Forest Preserve 

The Adirondack Park in upstate New York is not only massive, but it's also home to 
the oldest state forest preserve in the nation. Designated in 1885, it covers an 
impressive 2.6 million acres. 

Birthplace of the Teddy Bear 

Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th President of the United States, was an avid 
outdoorsman and hunter. After a hunting trip where he refused to shoot a bear 
cub, a political cartoonist depicted the incident. This led to the creation of the 
"teddy bear" in honor of Theodore Roosevelt. 

World's Smallest Church 

Located in Oneida, New York, the Cross Island Chapel is considered the world's 
smallest church. It can only hold two people at a time and is often used for private 
weddings. 

 

 


