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The Green Gold: Exploring How Humans Utilize Vascular Plants 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Cultural significance varies across societies, with plants being 

used in rituals, ceremonies, and traditional medicine practices, 

reflecting cultural values, beliefs, and knowledge systems. 

2. Human activities such as deforestation and habitat destruction 

have adverse effects on vascular plant populations and 

ecosystems, leading to loss of biodiversity, habitat degradation, 

and ecosystem disruption. Conservation strategies include 

protected area management, reforestation, and sustainable 

harvesting practices. 

3. Botanical gardens, arboretums, and conservation initiatives play 

a crucial role in preserving plant diversity, promoting education, 

and raising awareness about plant conservation and 

sustainability issues. 

4. Commercial exploitation of vascular plants raises ethical 

concerns regarding biodiversity conservation, indigenous rights, 

and sustainable resource management. Fair trade practices, 

biodiversity conservation efforts, and community engagement 

are essential for promoting ethical and sustainable plant use. 


