
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Earth's Treasures: Discovering the Most Valuable Minerals 
Minerals are incredible natural resources that play a vital role 

in our daily lives. They are found beneath the Earth's surface 

and come in various shapes, sizes, and colors. Some minerals 

are more valuable than others due to their rarity, usefulness, 

and economic importance. In this reading passage, we will explore the most 

valuable minerals found on Earth and how they are used in our modern world. 

Diamonds 

Diamonds are one of the most valuable and coveted minerals on our planet. 

These dazzling gemstones form deep within the Earth under high pressure and 

temperature conditions. They are primarily used in jewelry, such as engagement 

rings and necklaces. Diamonds are graded based on their color, clarity, cut, and 

carat weight, with the most flawless and perfectly cut diamonds fetching the 

highest prices. 

Gold 

Gold is a timeless symbol of wealth and luxury. This precious metal has been 

treasured for thousands of years and is used to make jewelry, coins, and various 

decorative items. Gold is also utilized in electronics, dentistry, and aerospace 

technology due to its excellent conductivity and resistance to corrosion. 

Platinum 

Platinum is a rare and valuable metal often associated with prestige and 

excellence. It is used in the manufacturing of high-quality jewelry, especially for 

setting diamonds. In addition to its aesthetic value, platinum is employed in the 

automotive industry for catalytic converters, which help reduce harmful emissions 

from vehicles. 
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Silver 

Silver is another valuable metal with a wide range of applications. It is used in 

jewelry, coins, and as a precious metal investment. Silver's excellent electrical 

conductivity makes it indispensable in electronics, and it is also used in 

photography and mirrors. 

Rhodium 

Rhodium is a lesser-known but extremely valuable mineral. It is often used to plate 

white gold and silver jewelry, giving them a bright and reflective surface. Rhodium 

is also essential in the automotive industry, where it is used to coat catalytic 

converters to enhance their efficiency in reducing emissions. 

Palladium 

Palladium is a valuable metal that shares similarities with platinum. It is commonly 

used in jewelry, particularly in white gold alloys. Palladium is also a critical 

component in catalytic converters and plays a vital role in reducing pollution from 

vehicles. 

Iridium 

Iridium is one of the rarest elements on Earth and is often found in association with 

platinum deposits. It is utilized in spark plugs, electrical contacts, and in the 

aerospace industry for satellite components due to its exceptional resistance to 

corrosion and high temperatures. 

Rhodochrosite 

Rhodochrosite is a beautiful mineral known for its pink to red coloration. While it 

may not be as well-known as some of the other minerals on this list, it is highly 

valued by collectors and used in jewelry and decorative items. 

 

 


