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Johannes Vermeer: The Mysterious Master of Light 
Short Answer Key 

1. Vermeer frequently used the artistic technique of chiaroscuro, which 

involves the dramatic contrast between light and shadow. This technique 

added depth and realism to his paintings by creating a three-dimensional 

effect and enhancing the texture and form of objects. 

2. "Girl with a Pearl Earring" is a portrait of a young girl adorned with a pearl 

earring. It is celebrated for its captivating use of light and shadow, which 

adds depth and luminosity to the subject's features. The identity of the 

subject remains a mystery, adding to the painting's intrigue and allure. 

3. One of the distinctive aspects of Vermeer's choice of subject matter is his 

focus on scenes of domestic life, particularly those set in the interiors of 

Dutch homes. He depicted intimate and everyday moments, often 

featuring women engaged in various activities. 

4. Vermeer's meticulous attention to detail contributed to the realism of his 

paintings by making objects appear tangible and lifelike. He captured the 

subtleties of texture, reflection, and the play of light on surfaces, enhancing 

the overall authenticity of his scenes. 

5. Johannes Vermeer's limited output of paintings, estimated to be around 34 

to 36 known works, adds to the mystery surrounding his life and work. 

Despite his artistic brilliance, the reasons for this relatively small body of work 

remain unclear. 


