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The Search for Grandpa's Purple Heart
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. (Answers may vary) The Purple Heart medal held sentimental
value for Emily's grandfather because it symbolized his bravery
and sacrifice during his military service in World War Il. It was a
tangible reminder of the challenges he had faced and the
camaraderie he had experienced with fellow soldiers.

2. Finding the Purple Heart medal brought immense joy and a
sense of closure to Emily's family. It united them in a shared
celebration of Veterans Day and deepened their appreciation
for their grandfather's service.

3. Emily chose to organize a special Veterans Day ceremony as a
way to honor her grandfather's service and share his story with
family, friends, and neighbors. It was a meaningful way to
express gratitude and pay tribute to veterans.

4. Stories and memories played a central role in the story by
connecting generations, preserving the legacy of veterans, and
fostering a sense of gratitude and respect. Emily's grandfather
shared his wartime experiences, and the found Purple Heart

became a symbol of those stories.
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