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A Veterans Day Surprise 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key  

1. (Answers may vary) The surprise return of Lieutenant Colonel 
Carter on Veterans Day had a profound impact on the emotions 
and happiness of the Carter family. It filled them with immense 
joy, relief, and gratitude. Their tears of happiness and the warmth 
of their reunion created cherished memories that they would 
carry with them forever. It reminded them of the importance of 
family and togetherness, especially during challenging times. 

2. Through their surprise reunion on Veterans Day, the Carters 
learned the immense value of family and togetherness. They 
realized that moments spent with loved ones were precious and 
that the bonds of family could provide strength and comfort 
during challenging times. The surprise emphasized the 
significance of cherishing the time they had together and 
reinforced the idea that family was their greatest source of 
support and happiness. 

3. Military families, like the Carters, demonstrate resilience by 
coping with the challenges of deployments, staying connected 
through letters and care packages, and maintaining a sense of 
hope. They also offer unwavering support to their deployed 
loved ones and celebrate their reunions with great enthusiasm 
and love. Their ability to adapt and stay strong during 
separations and reunions showcases their resilience and unity. 
They understand the importance of standing by each other 
through thick and thin. 

4. The surprise reunion on Veterans Day highlighted the sacrifices 
made by military families by showcasing the emotions and 
challenges they experience during separations. It emphasized 
the importance of enduring separations to serve the country 
while also celebrating the moments of joy and togetherness that 
reunions bring. It shed light on the sacrifices made by both the 
deployed service member and their family, emphasizing the 
strength and love that sustain them through those sacrifices. 

 

 


