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The Living Insignias: A Cadet's Journey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The living military insignias contribute to the development of 

young cadets by serving as mentors and guides, offering wisdom 

and life lessons that help shape their character and skills. They 

provide valuable guidance, instill discipline, and encourage 

personal growth. 

2. Lily learns key life lessons from Valor, such as the importance of 

courage, honor, teamwork, and strategy. These lessons benefit 

her during her training by making her a more resilient, confident, 

and capable cadet. She learns to face challenges with 

determination and to rely on her inner strength. 

3. The concept of the living military insignias adds a unique and 

magical element to the story by bringing these symbols to life as 

mentors. They symbolize the mentorship and guidance that 

young cadets receive by providing personalized advice, 

wisdom, and support. The magical aspect underscores the 

importance of these lessons in a memorable and engaging way. 

4. The lessons taught by Valor can be applied to real-life situations 

by emphasizing qualities like honor, courage, and intelligence. 

They encourage individuals to approach challenges with 

resilience, to prioritize ethical conduct, and to recognize that 

true strength goes beyond physical abilities. These principles can 

be valuable in various aspects of life, not just in warfare. 

 


