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What is Voltage, and How Does It Affect Electricity? 
Electricity is an essential part of our daily lives, but have 
you ever wondered how it really works? One key aspect 
of electricity is voltage, a term that plays a significant role 
in understanding how electrical systems operate. In this 
electrifying journey, we will explore what voltage is and 
how it affects electricity. 

Voltage: The Driving Force of Electricity 

Voltage is often described as the "electrical pressure" that pushes electrons 
through a conductor, like a wire. It is the driving force that allows electricity to flow 
from one point to another. Think of it as the push behind the flow of water in a 
river – without the slope (voltage), the water (electrons) wouldn't flow. 

Voltage and Electric Circuits 

In an electric circuit, voltage plays a crucial role in making electrons move. Here's 
how it works: 

• Voltage Source: Every electric circuit requires a source of voltage. This 
source can be a battery, a generator, or a power plant. These sources 
provide the necessary push to start the flow of electrons. 

• Electrons in Motion: Once the voltage source is connected to a circuit, it 
creates a potential difference, or voltage, between two points in the 
circuit. This potential difference is what drives electrons to move. Electrons 
are negatively charged particles that naturally flow from areas of higher 
voltage to areas of lower voltage. 

• Completing the Circuit: To create a continuous flow of electricity, you need 
a closed path or circuit. When you flip a light switch or plug in an electronic 
device, you complete the circuit, allowing electrons to move continuously. 
When the circuit is closed, electrons flow from the higher voltage side (the 
source) to the lower voltage side (the load, such as a light bulb). 

Measuring Voltage 

Voltage is measured in a unit called volts (V), named after the Italian physicist 
Alessandro Volta, who made significant contributions to the study of electricity. 
The voltage in a circuit can vary depending on the voltage source and the 
devices connected to it. Household outlets, for example, typically provide around 
120 to 240 volts of electricity. 
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Effects of Voltage 

Voltage has several important effects on electricity and electrical devices: 

• Brightness of Light: In lighting systems, the voltage affects the brightness of 
bulbs. Higher voltage can make a light bulb shine brighter, while lower 
voltage may result in dimmer light. 

• Speed of Electrical Devices: The voltage supplied to electrical devices can 
impact their performance. Devices like motors and computers may 
operate faster or slower depending on the voltage they receive. 

• Safety Considerations: High voltage can be dangerous and potentially 
cause electrical shocks. Safety measures, such as insulating materials and 
circuit breakers, are essential to prevent accidents. 

Voltage and Electric Current 

Voltage and electric current are closely related. Electric current is the flow of 
electrons in a circuit, and voltage is what drives this flow. It's like the force that 
pushes a river's water (current) downstream. 

Ohm's Law 

Ohm's Law, named after the German physicist Georg Simon Ohm, describes the 
relationship between voltage (V), current (I), and resistance (R) in a circuit. It can 
be summarized in a simple equation: V = I x R. 

Voltage (V) is equal to the current (I) multiplied by the resistance (R). 

This law helps us understand how changes in voltage, current, or resistance affect 
one another in an electrical circuit. 

Voltage is the driving force behind the flow of electricity in circuits. It creates a 
potential difference that pushes electrons from higher voltage areas to lower 
voltage areas, allowing electrical devices to function. Understanding voltage is 
crucial for the safe and efficient use of electricity in our everyday lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


