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Voltaire's Adventures: Enlightenment and Wit 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Voltaire faced challenges such as imprisonment and exile for 
advocating freedom of thought and expression during the 
Enlightenment era. These experiences reinforced his 
commitment to these values, as he witnessed firsthand the 
consequences of censorship and injustice, strengthening his 
resolve to fight for them. 

2. Voltaire's declaration, "I disapprove of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to say it," embodies his philosophy 
of defending the right to free speech, even when one disagrees 
with the content. This statement remains a powerful reminder of 
the importance of protecting diverse viewpoints and fostering 
open discourse in today's world. 

3. Voltaire's ideas continue to be relevant in promoting reason, 
tolerance, and freedom of expression. In an era marked by 
debates over censorship, political correctness, and the balance 
between individual liberties and societal norms, his advocacy for 
open dialogue and the right to dissent provides valuable lessons 
for contemporary society. 

4. "Candide" conveys the message that blind optimism and the 
belief that everything happens for the best can lead to 
complacency and ignorance. The novella encourages 
individuals to confront the challenges and uncertainties of life 
with critical thinking and a realistic perspective, advocating for 
a more grounded and pragmatic approach to the human 
condition. 

 

 

 

 


