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The Oregon Trail Comedy: Wagon Wheels and Whimsy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Humor and Mr. Smith's inventive spirit played a crucial role in 

lightening the mood during challenging times on the Oregon 

Trail. His attitude of embracing setbacks with humor helped 

maintain the group's morale. Instead of becoming frustrated 

with his inventions, the pioneers found amusement in the 

unpredictable outcomes, fostering a sense of camaraderie. 

2. Mrs. Smith was a resourceful and witty woman who contributed 

to the journey by coming up with clever solutions to challenges. 

Her quick thinking and sense of humor lifted spirits during difficult 

moments, creating a positive atmosphere and helping the 

group cope with adversity. 

3. The bond between the Smiths and the Johnsons was 

strengthened by their shared misadventures, mutual support, 

and love for humor and music. They found common ground in 

their ability to find joy and laughter even in challenging 

situations, forging a lasting friendship that added to the group's 

sense of unity. 

4. As a child on the Oregon Trail, one might have contributed to 

the laughter and camaraderie by inventing games, sharing 

stories, and creating a sense of playfulness. Simple pleasures like 

playing with nature, singing songs, and making new friends 

would have been cherished experiences on the journey. 

 


