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James McNeill Whistler: Painting with Harmony 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Analyze the themes commonly found in James McNeill Whistler's art, including 
his emphasis on mood, harmony, and the play of color. 

 

2. Explore the impact of James McNeill Whistler's libel lawsuit against John Ruskin 
on his life and career, including the financial consequences. 

 

3. Discuss the legacy of James McNeill Whistler's innovative approach to art and 
his influence on the art world. 

 

4. Reflect on the connection between James McNeill Whistler's belief in "art for 
art's sake" and his artistic philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 


