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The Great Snowball Showdown 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The surprising twist in the story, the snowstorm vortex, changed the 
perspective of the townsfolk from rivalry to unity and friendship by creating 
a shared experience that transcended competition. When they witnessed 
the magic of the snowstorm vortex, it made them realize the beauty of 
nature and the importance of coming together. Instead of focusing on 
defeating each other, they celebrated the wonder of the moment. For 
example, they watched the snowballs become part of the vortex in awe, 
and this shared awe united them. This change in perspective allowed them 
to continue their tradition with a new spirit of camaraderie. 

2. It was important for Frostville and Snowville to continue their annual 
snowball fight competition after the surprising twist because it was a 
cherished tradition that brought the towns together. Despite the 
unexpected event, the competition remained a symbol of their shared love 
for winter and community. It allowed them to celebrate their history and 
shared experiences. The competition became a way for the towns to bond, 
have fun, and maintain a connection to their heritage, even as they shifted 
their focus toward camaraderie. It showed that traditions can evolve and 
adapt while preserving their core values 

3. Witnessing the magical snowstorm affected the relationships between the 
residents of Frostville and Snowville by bringing them closer together in a 
unique way. The shared experience of witnessing the natural wonder of the 
vortex created a sense of unity and awe. It served as a common memory 
and a symbol of the beauty of nature. The event allowed the townspeople 
to bond over something beyond their rivalry, fostering a deeper sense of 
community and understanding. They learned that even in competition, 
they could come together to appreciate the magic of the world around 
them. 

4. The lesson that can be learned from the story is the importance of finding 
common ground and unity even in the midst of friendly competition. The 
surprising twist in the snowstorm vortex showed that unexpected events can 
bring people together, and it's possible to balance competition with 
camaraderie. This lesson can apply to real-life situations involving friendly 
competition and cooperation by reminding us that shared experiences 
and moments of wonder can strengthen bonds and create lasting 
connections with others. 


