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Worms and Their Relationships with Other Species

32 but they have fascinating relationships

\ | with other species. From mutual benefits
4 to parasitic threats, worms interact with

their environment in important ways.

LN One common example of a symbiotic
comenal:“"n“"wf“s“°°;';:;Jﬁsm relationship is mutualism, where both
. : species benefit. Earthworms,  for
instance, improve soil quality by
¥ breaking down dead plants and
Al = recycling nutrients. This helps plants grow
stronger and healthier, which in turn provides food and shelter for worms.
The relationship between worms and plants is an excellent example of
mutualism, as both benefit from the partnership.

Worms can also be part of commensalism, where one species benefits
while the other is not harmed. Certain small insects or microbes may live on
or near worms, taking advantage of their tunnels for shelter or food scraps.
The worms are not directly affected by these hitchhikers, but the insects
gain a safe place to live.

Unfortunately, worms sometimes experience parasitism, where one species
benefits at the expense of the other. For example, parasitic worms like
tapeworms or roundworms invade the bodies of animals, including humans,
to feed and reproduce. These parasites can harm their hosts by taking
nutrients or causing diseases.

In agquatic environments, marine worms interact with many sea creatures.
Some species of marine worms clean up dead plants and animals on the
ocean floor, playing a role in maintaining a balanced ecosystem. In these
cases, the marine worms indirectly support other sea life by keeping their
habitat clean and healthy.

Even though worms are small, their relationships with other species are
essential for the health of ecosystems. Whether they’re helping plants thrive,
offering shelter to smaller creatures, or playing a role in the food chain,
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