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Yuri Gagarin: The First Human in Space 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Yuri Gagarin's historic journey into space as the first human astronaut was 

significant because it demonstrated the feasibility of human spaceflight 

and expanded the horizons of human exploration. It marked a triumph for 

science and technology and united people around the world in 

celebration of this incredible achievement. Gagarin's mission reshaped the 

global perception of space exploration from a distant dream to a tangible 

reality, sparking interest and investment in space programs worldwide. 

2. If I had the opportunity to meet Yuri Gagarin, I would ask him about the 

emotions and thoughts he experienced during his historic Vostok 1 mission. 

I would be curious to know how he prepared for the journey and how he 

felt when he realized he was the first human in space. Additionally, I would 

inquire about the challenges he faced and the impact of his mission on his 

life and career. 

3. Yuri Gagarin's enduring legacy lies in his role as a symbol of human 

achievement and courage in space exploration. He continues to inspire 

generations with his pioneering spirit and the belief that nothing is 

impossible. His influence extends to aspiring astronauts, scientists, and 

dreamers who see in him a testament to the power of determination and 

the pursuit of the unknown. 

4. Yuri Gagarin's status as a symbol of human achievement and courage can 

be attributed to his unwavering determination, bravery, and pioneering 

spirit. His early interest in aviation and his passion for exploration drove him 

to pursue a career in astronautics. Gagarin's ability to remain calm under 

pressure and his dedication to training and preparation were essential to 

his success as the first human in space. His enduring legacy is a testament 

to the human spirit's capacity to transcend boundaries and reach for the 

stars. 


