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Yves Tanguy: A Surrealist Dreamer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary based on individual interpretations. Students 
may describe the emotions and thoughts evoked by "Indefinite 
Divisibility," such as feelings of isolation, curiosity, and a sense of 
being transported to an alien world. Tanguy's use of barren 
landscapes and peculiar rock formations contributes to the 
painting's enigmatic quality by creating a sense of surrealism 
and mystery. 

2. Yves Tanguy's experiences as a merchant sailor exposed him to 
a variety of landscapes and seascapes, which later influenced 
his art. His travels likely provided him with a sense of the vastness 
and otherness of the world, which he translated into his paintings 
of dreamlike and otherworldly landscapes. 

3. The theme of loneliness in Yves Tanguy's paintings is conveyed 
through his desolate landscapes and the absence of human 
figures. His dreamlike scenes often evoke a sense of isolation and 
mystery, inviting viewers to explore the unknown and the depths 
of the subconscious. 

4. Yves Tanguy expanded the possibilities of artistic expression 
within the Surrealist movement by pushing the boundaries of 
reality and imagination. His ability to create dreamlike worlds 
encouraged other Surrealist artists to explore the realm of 
dreams, the irrational, and the subconscious in their own work. 
This led to a broader exploration of the inner world of the mind 
within the Surrealist movement. 

 

 

 

 

 


