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Stripes and Size: What Makes Zebras Unique?

Have you ever wondered what zebras look
like? These fascinating animals are instantly
recognizable because of their black-and-
white stripes. But there’s more to a zebra than
just its pattern!

Zebras are medium-sized animals in the equine
family, which also includes horses and
' donkeys. They are smaller than most horses,
with an average height of about 4 to 5 feet at
the shoulder. Zebras weigh between 400 and 900 pounds, depending on
the species and age. Despite their sturdy build, zebras are incredibly fast
runners, capable of reaching speeds up to 40 miles per hour to escape
predators.

The zebra’s most striking feature is its stripes. These bold black and white
patterns are unique to each individual, just like a fingerprint. Scientists
believe the stripes serve several purposes. First, they help camouflage the
zebra in tall grass by confusing predators. Second, the patterns may help
zebras recognize each other within a herd. Lastly, the stripes might even
repel certain insects, like flies!

Zebras also have other features that help them survive in the wild. Their
manes stand upright and are striped like their bodies, providing extra
protection against predators. Zebras’ large, rounded ears give them
excellent hearing, which helps them detect danger. Their eyes, located on
the sides of their heads, allow them to see a wide area, making it easier to
spot predators.

Another unigue feature of zebras is their strong, hard hooves. These hooves
help them run on rough terrain and deliver powerful kicks to defend
themselves. Zebras also have long, thin tails with tufts of black hair at the
end, which they use to swat away pesky insects.

With their impressive size, distinctive stripes, and specialized features, zebras
are perfectly adapted to life on the African savanna. Each part of their
body plays an important role in helping them survive and thrive in_ the wild.
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