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Willem de Kooning: Master of Abstract Expressionism 
Short Answer - Answer Key 
 

1. Willem de Kooning's early life in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, led him to 
work as an apprentice to a commercial artist. However, his passion for fine 
art led him to immigrate to the United States in 1926, where he eventually 
settled in New York City, becoming a central figure in the art world. 

 
2. Abstract expressionism is characterized by spontaneity, emotional 

expression, and gestural brushwork. In de Kooning's "Excavation," he 
exemplified these characteristics through bold, energetic brushstrokes, a 
dynamic interplay of colors, and a sense of emotional intensity that 
captures the energy and complexity of New York City. 

 
3. Willem de Kooning challenged traditional depictions of the female form in 

his "Woman" series by presenting distorted and abstracted female figures. 
He used bold colors, expressive brushwork, and a confrontational 
approach to create alluring yet confrontational representations of 
women, challenging conventional ideals of beauty and femininity. 

 
4. Willem de Kooning viewed the concept of artistic freedom and evolution 

as the need to continuously change and explore new artistic avenues 
while staying true to one's unique artistic vision. This meant embracing 
change as an integral part of artistic growth, allowing him to evolve as an 
artist while maintaining the core elements of his distinctive style. 

 
5. In his later years, besides abstract expressionism, Willem de Kooning 

explored landscapes inspired by Long Island, showcasing his versatility as 
an artist. These landscapes depicted the serene beauty of nature in 
contrast to his bold and dynamic abstract works, demonstrating his ability 
to capture different aspects of the artistic experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


