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Exploring Subjects: What Do Kids Study 
Around the World? 
Have you ever wondered if kids in other countries 
study the same subjects as you do? While many 
subjects like math, science, and language are 
universal, the way they are taught and the 
additional subjects included in a school 

curriculum can vary from one country to another. In this reading passage, we'll 
take a closer look at the subjects that kids around the world study and how they 
might differ from your own school experiences. 

Core Subjects 

• Mathematics: Math is a fundamental subject taught in schools worldwide. 
Concepts such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, geometry, 
and algebra are part of the math curriculum in most countries. 

• Science: Science education is essential to understanding the world around 
us. Students learn about biology, chemistry, physics, and Earth sciences. 
However, the specific topics and depth of study can vary. 

• Language Arts: Language arts, including reading, writing, and grammar, 
are universal subjects. Different languages are taught depending on the 
country, but the emphasis on language skills remains consistent. 

Variations in Subjects 

While core subjects are taught globally, there are variations in additional subjects 
that students may study based on cultural, regional, and educational priorities. 
Here are some examples: 

• History and Social Studies: The study of history and social studies varies 
greatly by country. Students in the United States may learn American 
history, while students in Europe focus on their own regional histories. 

• Religion: In some countries, religious education is part of the curriculum. This 
subject can encompass the study of various religions and their cultural 
significance. 

• Physical Education: Physical education promotes a healthy lifestyle and is 
a common subject worldwide. However, the types of sports and activities 
taught may differ. 
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• Arts: Arts education includes visual arts, music, and theater. The emphasis 
on the arts can vary, with some countries having robust arts programs and 
others providing limited exposure. 

• Second Language: Learning a second language is often a requirement in 
many countries, especially those with multiple official languages or a strong 
emphasis on global communication. 

Educational Systems 

The subjects studied by students can also be influenced by the structure of the 
educational system. For example: 

• Primary Education: In many countries, primary education covers a broad 
range of subjects to provide a well-rounded foundation. This includes basic 
math, science, and language arts. 

• Secondary Education: As students progress to secondary education, they 
may have the option to choose specific subjects based on their interests 
and career goals. This allows for more specialization. 

• Higher Education: In universities and colleges, students choose majors and 
minors, allowing for even greater specialization in their chosen fields of 
study. 

While there are common subjects that kids study 
around the world, there are also variations based on 
cultural, regional, and educational factors. The subjects 
students learn are influenced by the priorities of their 
countries' education systems and the values held by 
their communities. Learning about these differences 
can be both enlightening and inspiring, as it highlights 
the richness and diversity of education worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


